
then be able to understand 
why I have no reason to 
be nervous and scared. 
But what is required of me 
is that I trust Him know-
ing that this is true wheth-
er I see it or not. So, we 
take one step at a time, 
moving forward toward 
Asia. Sometimes I feel 
like a car stalling out 
while it is climbing a hill. 
But we are staying faithful 
to His calling because He 
is faithful and trustworthy; 
this I do know.  
 
Please be praying for us 
because the enemy does 
not want us to go.  
 
We have been able to do 
deputation and to present 
our new and upcoming 
ministry to several 
churches, especially in 
Wyoming.  Wyoming will 
always hold a special 
place in our lives. It’s 
where our family got its 
start, our home church is 
there, enduring relation-
ships with Frontier School 
of the Bible staff and fac-
ulty are there, and Tent-
makers Bible Mission (our 
mission agency) is there. 
  
The TBM Board said that 

sometimes a missionary’s 

first visit to the field can 
burst their ‘excitement 

balloon.’ It was very good 

for us to hear from the 

Board that they were even 
more encouraged and 

thrilled that our trip to 

Asia fortified our resolve 

and heightened our enthu-
siasm for ministry.  

Joel and Stephanie have 
been approved by the 
TBM Board to begin their 
ministry in Asia.  Please 
be in prayer for them as 
they continue to do depu-
tation, build financial 
and praying relationships 
here in the States. Be in 
prayer as they continue to 
lay the foundations for 
their new ministry in 
Asia. 
 
Someone was telling me 
recently about a small pro-
ject that he started on his 
house. When he opened 
that “Pandora’s box,” he 
discovered more problems 
that needed to be fixed, to 
the point that he nearly 
regretted ever starting it. 
At this point I sigh and 
say, “Isn’t that life?” If we 
had the list of heartaches, 
roadblocks, and disap-
pointments that we will go 
through before we took on 
the big things of life, 
would we have had the 
guts to go forward? May-
be that’s one reason why 
God leaves so much of 
our future a mystery to us. 
I spoke briefly during a 
church service recently 
about the intimidation and 
discouragement I’ve been 
feeling and how trust is 
what keeps us going. You 
see, in Bible college, I 
was forewarned by sea-
soned ministers about the 
pain we will go through in 
ministry, but it’s not those 
things that get to me. Our 
enemy has been discour-
aging me by letting me 
know acutely that I am 
inadequate for ministry. 

He found my tender spot 
and has been haunting me 
with visions of failure. I 
felt just like Moses felt 
when God commissioned 
him to go back to Phar-
aoh: “Oh my Lord, please 
send someone else.”  
 
The good news is that 
Scripture will train the 
servant of God to be 
“thoroughly equipped for 
every good work” (2 Tim 
3:16, 17). I know from 
Scripture that God’s pow-
er is made perfect in my 
weakness, “So then, I will 
boast most gladly about 
my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may 
reside in me. Therefore, I 
“am content with weak-
nesses, with insults, with 
troubles, with persecu-
tions and difficulties for 
the sake of Christ, for 
whenever I am weak, then 
I am strong.” (2 Cor. 12:9, 
10)  
 
On my own I will fail. But 
as Christians, we are nev-
er alone. In a way, I re-
semble Elisha’s servant in 
2 Kings 6:15-18. He was 
nervous about the difficul-
ties that were coming and 
focused on the problem. 
He saw an approaching 
army. What he failed to 
see was that God was 
there, and He was ready to 
be strong where Elisha 
and his servant were 
weak. God opened his 
servant’s eyes and he 
could see that the hills 
were filled with horses 
and chariots of fire. If God 
opened my eyes, I would 
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Tentmakers Bible Mission, Inc. 

Planting independent, Bible-believing churches throughout the world 

Tentmakers Bible Mission is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization.  All contributions are tax-

deductible. 

Tentmakers Bible Mission is a faith mission.  Our pur-
pose is to facilitate the planting and nurturing of inde-
pendent Bible-centered churches throughout the world.  
TBM is dedicated to individuals and families called to 
the ministry of church planting and development.  TBM 
assists missionaries as they establish churches in 
North & South America, Africa, Europe, and Asia and is 
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Tentmakers Bible Mission is a 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization.  All contributions are tax-

deductible. 

Tentmakers Bible Mission is a faith mission.  

Our purpose is to facilitate the planting and 

nurturing of independent Bible-centered 

churches throughout the world.  TBM is dedi-

cated to individuals and families called to the 

ministry of church planting and                     

development.  TBM 

assists missionaries as they establish churches 

in North & South America, Africa,  

Europe and Asia, and is open to opportunities 

throughout the world. 

 

 

Giving online is fast, 

safe, and easy!  And it 

is available on the 

TBM website! 

 

 

Other giving options are available as well.  To re-

quest information please email us at  

info@tentmakersbiblemission.org 

Handling Your Donations at TBM 

WHAT HAPPENS BEHIND THE SCENES? First, mail is 

brought back from the Post Office.  That mail is 

opened, checks are stamped for deposit, and a slip for 

each recipient is generated. Then our bookkeeper, 

Helen, takes that information and enters it into the 

accounting software. Each check is scanned and rec-

orded at the bank electronically. 

Next, receipts are generated for each of the donors.  

Receipts are folded and placed in an envelope.  Enve-

lopes are hand stamped and taken to the Post Office.  

To save TBM postage, some donors elect to receive 

their receipts by email. 

A separate report is generated and used to double 

check of all information and to verify 100% accuracy.  

No mistakes! 

Similar procedures for Electronic Funds Transfers are 

implemented, including multiple verifying procedures 

to ensure accuracy. 

Getting your donation to the intended missionary 

project is a labor of love that includes checks and 

balances to ensure that every missionary gets paid in a 

timely and accurate manner. 

August of 2011, my family and I moved from Utah to 
LaGrange, WY to serve in the Home Office of Tentmak-
ers Bible Mission.  I have had many opportunities over 
the years to share the ministry that God has placed us 

in.  When I get to the part about LaGrange being a small town in rural Wyoming  with 
a population of around 400, I am usually met with a look of shock and the question, 
“Why LaGrange?”.    
The Home Office of TBM has had a few locations since it was founded in 1985.  The 
first was in Grand Rapids, Michigan in the small personal office of the Mission’s secre-
tary.  Years later, Rocky Mountain Bible Church in Frisco, Colorado provided the sec-
ond location by allowing TBM to use office space in their building.  Then, in 2009, 
through God’s provision TBM was able to purchase the current Home Office facility 
and place it in LaGrange.  This meant big changes for the operational side of 
TBM.  Among other changes was that of owning a facility rather than using borrowed 
office space.  Board and staff meetings, TBM’s daily operations, and TBM Candidate 
School could now take place in a centralized location.  The new space allows for 
maintaining guest rooms for visitors including missionaries home on fur-
lough.  These are all benefits of the new location, but the question remains, “Why LaGrange?”.  TBM could have chosen a more populated area, 
right?   

We believe that a key reason God provided our location in LaGrange is because of its 
strategic position which helps TBM to fulfill the Mission that God has called us to: “TBM 
exists to plant Bible-teaching churches throughout the world”.  LaGrange is unique.  Not 
only does it provide a quiet, small town setting for accomplishing the daily 
tasks that keep the Mission running, but the facility is a short walk from the campus of 
Frontier School of the Bible.  Over the years God has allowed many contacts with stu-
dents who are preparing for work in the ministry.  Since relocating, God has led many to 
become TBM church planting missionaries and, at present, nearly half are alumni of 
FSB.  Our Home Office staff often have opportunities to speak at FSB’s chapel services, 
teach courses at the school, and interact with students in their free time.  FSB also hosts 
three Missions Conferences a year that allow TBM to present ministry opportunities to 
the students, but also allows for interaction and networking with leaders from other 
Mission Agencies.  TBM has been able to open our facility to professors at FSB to occa-
sionally hold classes here, to other Mission Agencies for their events, and to the local 
church for Sunday School.   
We are thankful to God for this unique place that has allowed TBM to effectively work 

toward the church planting goals that He has placed on our hearts.  If you happen to be in La-
Grange, come for a visit!  We would love to show you how God has answered the 

                                       question, “Why LaGrange?”!      

Why LaGrange? 
Ben Cline 

Former director Dick Manion at the 
Home Office in Grand Rapids 1988 

Current Home Office in LaGrange, Wyoming 


